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ORANGE COUNTY  
HOMELESS PROVIDER FORUM 

Thursday, August 18, 2022 
9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairs: 
Donald Dermit, The Rock Church 

Soledad Rivera, Families Together of OC 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions – Donald Dermit, The Rock Church; Soledad Rivera, Families Together of 
OC 

Members of the public are invited to introduce themselves.  Meeting started at 9:10 a.m. 

2. Trauma Informed Care Training – Dusty Olson, Abt Associates 

Dusty Olson with Abt Associates provided a training on Trauma Informed Care, including the basics of 
trauma and how it impacts the delivery homeless services, the principals of trauma informed care, 
and how to incorporate trauma-informed care practices into service provision.  

Trauma informed services are shown to have better outcomes for both single adults and families, in 
addition to other positive aspects such as positive outcomes on housing stability, decrease use of 
prices-based services, more cost effective, and most importantly, have positive responses from 
providers and clients. Dusty Olson also emphasized that trauma informed organizations incorporate 
trauma informed principles for their staff, as well as their clients.  

3. Continuum of Care (CoC) Updates – Zulima Lundy, Director of Operations; Felicia Boehringer, 
Continuum of Care Administrator 

Zulima Lundy and Felicia Boehringer provided the following CoC Updates: 

• CoC Meetings: The Orange County CoC meetings are open for members of the public to 
attend to gain information on the policies, services and programs that are being implemented 
to address homelessness in Orange County. Participation from County departments and 
agencies, local governments, homeless service providers, housing providers, supportive 
service providers, community groups, and many other stakeholders is welcomed and 
encouraged. Please visit the Office of Care Coordination’s CoC Webpage for CoC meeting 
schedule and materials.  

Location: 
St. Mark Presbyterian Church 
2200 San Joaquin Hills Road 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

https://www.ochealthinfo.com/about-hca/directors-office/office-care-coordination/homeless-services/continuum-care-0
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• CoC General Membership: Membership to the Orange County CoC is open to all organizations 
and individuals seeking to prevent and end homelessness in Orange County. CoC Membership 
Forms can be found on the resource table of the Homeless Provider Forum Meetings or on 
the CoC Webpage. 

• Fiscal Year 2022 Continuum of Care Competition Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO): 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) is making approximately $2.8 
billion in competitive funding available through the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 CoC Competition 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). Additionally, this includes at least $52,000,000 
available for Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking Bonus (DV 
Bonus) projects. This year, HUD has given a shorter timeline for the CoC NOFO application 
process, therefore, all project applications must be submitted on August 31st, 2022. Zulima 
Lundy noted that CoC Renewal Project Applications and CoC Bonus, DV Bonus, and 
Reallocation Project Applications are due at two different times.  

• CoC Supplemental to Address Unsheltered and Rural Homelessness NOFO: HUD is making 
approximately $322 million in funding available through a CoC Supplemental to Address 
Unsheltered and Rural Homelessness (CoC Special) NOFO. As part of the CoC Special NOFO 
application process, CoCs are tasked with developing a CoC Plan to serve individuals and 
families experiencing homelessness with severe service needs (CoC Plan). The Orange County 
CoC is encouraging varies stakeholders to attend the CoC Plan Listening Sessions for 
community input to develop strategies and efforts in the development of the CoC Plan.  

• Coordinated Entry System (CES) Access Points: The Orange County CES helps connect people 
at-risk of homelessness and/or experiencing homelessness with housing providers and 
supportive service agencies. Those wanting to connect to CES can dial 2-1-1 to be referred to 
a CES Access Point. 

Public Comments: 

• Steve McNally inquired if the CoC Plan for the Special NOFO for the prior year is available. 
Additionally, Steve McNally asked if there is a resource guide that contains all the shelter beds 
in Orange County and if there was any information on the $20 million plan for mental health 
services.  

4. Announcements  
a. Members of the public are invited to share any announcements at this time. 

• Regina Harris from Adult Protective Services (APS) shared information on the Home Safe 
Program which is a program to support the safety and housing stability of individuals involved 
in APS by providing housing-related assistance. In addition, this program assists to address at-
risk of homeless people experiencing housing instability such as people who may need a 
shower rail or living in conditions that are not safe for their needs. These funds can go towards 
ensuring that a safe home. For the Home Safe program, the applicant must be an APS client 
who is working with a social worker.  

• Families Together of Orange County shared that the medical expansion program is available 
as of May 1, 2022. This new Older Adult Expansion will give full scope Medi-Cal to adults 50 
years of age or older, regardless of immigration status. This expansion is to support individuals 
who do not have insurance. Families Together of Orange County shared that they placed flyers 
on the resource table as their program is certified through the state, and they assist 
individuals in completing application. Families Together of Orange County take HMOs as well 
providing services on scaling fee (maximum of $20) for those individuals.  

https://www.ochealthinfo.com/about-hca/directors-office/office-care-coordination/homeless-services/continuum-care-0
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• Elida Sanchez with the Orange County Department of Education shared a flyer taregtted for 
families experiencing with homelessness. Elida Sanchez explained that every school district 
has a liaison for children experiencing homelessness to ensure that educational rights are 
known and requested accommodation supported.  

• Rosario Esparza with Hope Builders provided information on the Hope Builders job program 
which is free for people ages 18 to 28. For the program, start dates are coming up on 
September 7th and September 16th and some requirements are being the age 18-28 and legal 
status to secure employment (i.e., they must have a social security card or work permit).  

• Jenalyn Santos with Chrysalis shared that Chrysalis is a non-profit organization located in 
Anaheim that serves people navigating barriers to the workforce by offering a job-readiness 
program, individualized supportive services, and paid transitional employment. Chrysalis 
recently launched their Roads program with a new site in Costa Mesa.  

5. Closing Remarks and Questions 
a. Members of the public are invited to ask questions and/or provide comments.  

• Regarding the Home Safe program, a member of the public inquired if housing complexes 
with a number of individuals can tap into that funding.  

• Regarding the Hope Builders program, a member of the public inquired if the program is 
through CalWORKs.  

6. Networking 
a. Dedicated time to network and connect with local partners. 

Next Meeting: Thursday, October 13, 2022, from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
 

For more information on CoC Board and Committee Meetings, the CoC email distribution list, or how to 
become part of the CoC General Membership, please visit the CoC Webpage at 

https://www.ochealthinfo.com/about-hca/directors-office/office-care-coordination/homeless-
services/continuum-care-0 or contact the Office of Care Coordination at CareCoordination@ochca.com. 

  

  

https://www.ochealthinfo.com/about-hca/directors-office/office-care-coordination/homeless-services/continuum-care-0
https://www.ochealthinfo.com/about-hca/directors-office/office-care-coordination/homeless-services/continuum-care-0
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